
So you want to be an air traffic controller?
At our November 20th Young Eagles Workshop
Scott Dittamo described what it's like as a local
controller on a busy day at EWR.
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YOUNG EAGLES WORKSHOP #3

Ron Reinartz recaps the third and
concluding Y.E. Workshop for the year...

November 20th started with a clear, crisp and sunny
morning for the last Young Eagles Workshop conducted by
EAA Chapter 501 in 2021. With two workshops under our
belts, we were prepared for the projects, anticipated the
needs of the presenters and completed the assembly of the
kits each YE would build during the hands-on sessions.
The preceding day, Lincoln Park Aviation’s Hangar #2 was
converted into a classroom, readied to receive the four YEs
for a 9AM start.

The opening was given by Ron Reinartz, Coordinator of
the Workshop, with the introduction of all the Adult
Chapter members and their roles. Once the housekeeping
details and an outline of the day’s activities were
completed, we launched into the Wing Rib Project.

Dave Jones headed up the Wing Rib Project, with Bob
Menier and Ron Reinartz assisting in the construction of
the required “jigs” and kits. Between the three of them, 12
wing rib jigs and kits were constructed. At this workshop,
Dave made a brief presentation on the construction of
wooden wings, to assist in their understanding of how a
wing is built and what a rib does as a component within the
wing. 

Y.E. Workshop #3 continues on Page 5    

NEXT EAA 501
CHAPTER MEETING

6:30pm Wednesday, December 8
Annual Party-Meeting and

dinner at Sunset Pub and Grill
Dinner seating for members who
signed up and paid in advance.

Members who are not dining are
welcome to join festivities, SRO,

with coffee at about 8:00pm

http://www.eaa501.org
http://chapters.eaa.org/eaa501
http://www.facebook.com/eaachapter501
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EAA Chapter 501 November 10, 2021 Meeting Notes

Meeting called to order 6:40 PM by President Jon Seibert.  Face-to-face and
online, Zoom hosting by Ron Reinartz.

MINUTES APPROVAL – A motion to approve the minutes of our October 13,
2021 meeting as published in the newsletter was moved, seconded, and approved
unanimously.

PRESIDENT ANNOUNCEMENTS – President Jon Seibert conveys thanks to
veterans on the eve of Veterans Day.  President Seibert welcomed guests Avi
Herskowitz, Bill Klappert, and Lou Okrent, who introduced themselves.  Avi is
23 with a lifelong passion for aviation, born in Israel, earned his PPL about 1 yr
ago in Daytona Beach, and is working on his instrument rating with Jessica
Daisy, and is a student in the aviation program at Bergen Community College
under Professor Bill Klappert.  Bill Klappert was hired to run the aviation
program at Bergen Community College six years ago after retiring as a
professional pilot, has type ratings in Gulfstreams, Bombardier, Dassault, and
Sabreliner and thousands of C172 hours.  Many of his students have participated
in our Eagle Flights program.  Lou Okrent is a long time private pilot, member of
VAA 7 and EAA International, has been to Oshkosh/Airventure many times, and
is working on reactivating his ASEL after some time off.  He flies with the
SkyWagon club at MMU and offered to donate several items to anyone in need: a
large sturdy workbench (3’ x 8’), metal stands, and a Porter-Cable random orbit
polishing system.  He lives in Flanders, has a pickup truck, and is willing to
deliver.  He worked as a robotics engineer in industry until 2008 and has since
been working as a home improvement contractor.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: TREASURER – Don Provost reports a healthy
balance.  October income included dues from a new member, Young Eagle
Workshop fees.  October expenditures included New Jersey’s annual filing fee for
non-profits, renewal of our MAAC membership, and pizza for our meeting.
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NEWSLETTER – Don Provost.  14 pages this
month.  Don thanked contributors and encouraged
more. Keep those stories and photographs coming!  

WEBMASTERS  – Don Provost.  As for the
Newsletter … Contributions encouraged!   Photos
from our 2019 dinner party are posted for those
thinking about signing up for this year’s dinner
meeting.

MEMBERSHIP – Matt Lamm – 63 members on the
roster.  Grant Stonebrink and Taidgh Barron joined
recently.  A couple of potential members have
received applications.  Mike Dzurny reports that a
young man who flew with us as a Young Eagle
recently turned 18 and inquired about membership.

YOUNG EAGLES – Allen Dunn.  Our event
scheduled for October 17 was cancelled due to
strong winds.  No more dates this year.  Let’s plan
four dates for next year to give us more options if
we are weathered out.  The EAA online registration
system is now updated so digital signatures are
possible (but that’s just FYI because we’ve been
doing hard copy on-site, not online).  Allen would
appreciate someone stepping up to take over as
Young Eagles coordinator for the coming year.

EAGLE FLIGHTS – Mike Dzurny – Pete Nancoz is
our newest Eagle Flight volunteer pilot, giving us
seven on the duty roster.  Five Eagle Flight
candidates are on the list for an 11/20 orientation
meeting (same day as YE Workshop).  Thanks to
Professor Bill Klappert for sending his students our
way and thanks to Paul Schulman for delivering
brochures and helping make that connection to
Bergen Community College.  

FLY-IN – Steve Vail – No report.

YOUNG EAGLES WORKSHOP – Ron Reinartz. 
October workshop was great.  Six or seven
participants signed up but only three showed.  Frank
Galella did a great job running the metalworking
project.  Speakers did a great job.  Matt Lamm
brought his C182 for display.  The last workshop is
scheduled for 11/20.  Projects will be a wooden rib
project (Dave Jones) and Bob Menier will run a
fabric covering project.  Paolo Grassi will bring his
autogyro and do a presentation/exercise on
aeronautical charts.   Two individuals (Josh and
Beck) will have attended all three workshops.  Ron
welcomes any members that can come by to help
out.

RAY FOUNDATION SCHOLAR - Beck
Youngberg reports he’s not flying as often, but still
expects to complete his PPL checkride before his
birthday in February.  Ron Reinartz expects that we
would be likely to receive approval to sponsor
another young pilot if we apply.  Ron would
welcome someone to take over the responsibilities
of Ray Foundation director for the coming year.

GOOD & WELFARE – Allen Dunn.  Ray Johnson’s
wife Caroline passed away.  Ray has been with EAA
501 from near the start.  Allen will send a fruit
basket from the chapter.

AIRPORT RELATIONS – Nothing to report.  Tom
Van Wingerden and Frank Galella have been invited
to our December dinner meeting.

OLD BUSINESS – None

NEW BUSINESS –
Our annual December Dinner Meeting is planned for
Wednesday December 8 at 6:30 PM.  Cost is $35
per person,  and covers the entree, dessert, and wine
& coffee/tea.  The menu selections are chicken
Marsala, prime rib, and grilled salmon.  23
committed + Linda, Frank, Tom if they come. 
Checks and menu selections (including done-ness of
beef) are due to Treasurer Don Provost no later than
11/30.  Bring donations for the raffle, NOT
wrapped.  Raffle tickets will be $5 each.  Thanks
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from the chapter to Ron Reinartz for setting all of
this all up.

!  At our meeting with Airport Manager Tom Van
Wingerden in September, he responded to our offer
of help by suggesting we help with trimming bushes. 
Ron Reinartz suggests that we organize a work party
for this purpose in the spring.

!  Elections.  After some discussion, persuasion,
and coercion, the following slate of candidates for
elected positions was approved and voted into office
for 2021 by unanimous consent:
!  President – Matt Lamm
!  Vice President – Allan Feid
!  Treasurer – Don Provost
!  Secretary – Steve Vail
!  Board of Directors Members (2 year terms) –
Allen Dunn and Ron Reinartz

!  Dave Jones led discussion of possible
connections with high school aviation programs in
Pequannock and at Morris Hills High School, to
recruit Young Eagles participants.  AOPA has an
aviation STEM curriculum and will have an online
symposium on 11/16 for interested high-school
teachers.  Guest speakers include four educators at
the Morris Hills High School.  Dave has heard that
there’s an aviation teacher at Pequannock High
School (Carey Thomas) and suggests reaching out to
the Morris Hills HS program and Pequannock HS
program for Young Eagles participants.  Allen Dunn
confirms we have contact information for Carey
Thomas and Dave will reach out to her.  Others
suggested Boy Scouts and Pete Nancoz said that
he’s an aviation merit badge counselor for the
scouts.

RAFFLE WINNERS – No raffle.

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE – (20) Taidgh
Barron, Jessica Daisy, Allen Dunn (online), Bryant
Dunn (online), Mike Dzurny, Allan Feid, Anthony
Gerst, Barry Inglett (online), David Jones, Matt
Lamm (online), Bob Menier (online), Pete Nancoz,
Bill Pritchard (online), Don Provost, Ron Reinartz,
Paul Schulman, Linda Scully, Jon Seibert, Steve
Vail, Beck Youngberg.

GUESTS – (3) Bill Klappert, Avi Herskowitz, Louis
Okrent.

ENTERTAINMENT- Hangar flying.

NEXT MEETING – December, 2021.

MEETING ADJOURNED   8:00 pm.

    Respectfully submitted, 
    Steve Vail

2022 Chapter 501 Membership Dues

$35.00 Standard, 
$45.00 Family,
$15.00 Student.

Dues are expected to be paid by the second
regularly scheduled monthly meeting of
each year. Dues are prorated for new
members joining after July 1

Members who pay their dues for the next
year before Dec. 31 of the current year take
a 10% discount:

$31.50 Standard
$40.50 Family
$13.50 Student

We do not send invoices. Treasurer collects
cash or checks at the monthly meetings.
Make checks payable to “EAA Chapter
501". If you can’t make the meetings, mail
your dues check to Don Provost, EAA
Chapter 501 treasurer, 34 Brookvale Road,
Kinnelon, NJ 07405. (You also have to keep
your EAA National membership active in
order to remain a Chapter 501 member.)
THANK YOU!!! 
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Bob Menier, career AMT, instructs YEs
on preparation of wooden frame for wing

covering project.

Beck Youngberg, Josh Puerzer
and David Jones building a wing rib

Dave Jones - Wood Craftsman/Wing Rib Project

Rowan Barthmus and Nate Bautista
building a wing rib

Y.E. Workshop #3... continued from Page 1

The jigs were then prepared by each YE, applying a
coat of wax to the jig positioning blocks. This would
prevent the glue from attaching the rib component to
the jig. The kits provided the necessary components,
numbered to match the jig plan. The YEs coated the
ends of each component with glue and placed them
in the appropriate position on the jig. Once all the
components were in the correct places, gussets,
small pieces of rectangular 1/32 plywood, were
glued over the intersections of the components.
Once all the gussets were in place, staples were
applied to ensure a good bond would be made with
the glued components. 

Once all the ribs were glued and stapled, we moved
the ribs to a drying station where a heat gun was
used to speed the curing process.

Once dried, a thin putty knife was used to free the
rib from the jig. The finished product is captured in
the photos accompanying this article.

Bob Menier, career AMT, suggested and developed
a project that is a skill related to covering a “wooden
wing” with fabric. He built 8 frames from 1X2
material, on which the covering material, supplied
by Stewart Covering Systems, would be applied,
using heat sensitive glue  that shrinks the material
and bonds it to the frame with the application of a
household iron set to press wool. The YEs applied
the glue to the upper surface of the frame and as
directed by the instructions, put the frame aside to
dry for at least 20 minutes. 
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Beck Youngberg on the final stages of shrinking
the covering material on his frame, while
Josh Puerzer waits his turn for the iron.

Scott Dittamo, Newark Tower ATC Manager,
speaks to YEs on the path to becoming

an Air Traffic Controller

Nate Bautista uses the iron to attach the
covering material to his frame while

Rowan Barthmus manages the iron’s cord,
his frame complete.

Since we needed time for the glue to dry, we opened
the floor to our guest career speaker, Scott Dittamo,
Air Traffic Controller at Newark Liberty
International Airport. Scott is the Air Traffic
Manager of the facility and agreed to address our
YEs on what can be expected while on the road to
becoming an Air Traffic Controller. Scott outlined
the path he followed and suggested there were three
paths to become an ATC. One was going to a
college with an ATC curriculum. Others choose to
become Air Traffic Controllers in the Military,
while some were hired with no aviation background
or training, “off the street”. 

Needless to say, Scott stated that those with aviation
experience rose to the top of their training classes
and seemed to enjoy more career opportunities.
Scott was most engaging and made himself available
if anyone wanted to speak with him directly,
ensuring an ample supply of his business cards were
distributed.

At the conclusion of Scott's presentation, we picked
up where we left off on permitting the glue to dry on
the frames. Yes, the glue was dry and Bob Menier
fired up two household irons, set to press wool. The
YEs began the process of stretching the covering
material over the open frame and adjusting it to
ensure ample cloth was on each of the four sides.
They then began applying heat from the iron around
the edges of the frame to properly secure the
material. Once the material was fully secured to the
frame edges, the iron was lightly applied to the
center section to remove any wrinkles. This

shrinking of the material made it taut, almost like
the top of a snare drum. When  completely taut, no
wrinkles in the material, the edges were given a
second coat of glue to ensure the material was
securely attached to the frame. These photos show
the process and the finished product completed by
each YE.
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David Jones mentors Beck Youngberg 
and Josh Puerzer on the Terminal Area 

Chart Navigation Challenge.

Paolo Grassi, Auto Gyro Pilot, and Bob Menier
mentor Rowan Barthmus and Nate Bautista on
the Terminal Area Chart Navigation Challenge.

At the conclusion of the fabric project, we broke for
lunch and regrouped about 30 minutes later, as our
next presenter, Paolo Grassi, was ready to initiate
his presentation on Aviation Charts and Navigation.
Since Lincoln Park Airport is situated under one of
the busiest Class Bravo areas in the country, Paolo
decided to use the Terminal Area Charts since the
larger size of their scale makes many landmarks
more easily identified. Not only was this a great
idea, but the YEs who are Student Pilots also
enjoyed the dialogue and trip planning in their own
backyards.

Paolo concluded his presentation with a video of a
ride up the Hudson River in his Gyro Copter.
Following the video, Paolo invited all the YEs to go
over a specification sheet, identifying the
capabilities of his machine. Once that was
completed, he escorted all the YEs onto the ramp for
a firsthand inspection of the Auto Gyro and allowed
each YE to sit in the pilot’s seat to gain the feel of
what it was like.

Once all the YEs were back inside from the frigid
air, they were entertained by a DVD of AirVenture
2016, which included the Martin Mars water
bomber, the Canadian Snow Birds, all the varieties
of Homebuilt Aircraft and the balance of the
OSHKOSH experience.
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Presenters and YEs display the efforts
of their labors at EAA Chapter 501's

Young Eagle Workshop #3
Seated: Josh Puerzer and Beck Youngberg
Standing: Rowan Barthmus, David Jones,

Bob Menier, Ron Reinartz and Nate Bautista

At the conclusion of the video, we presented each of
the YEs, whom attended two or more of the
Workshops, with a framed Certificate of
Completion, noting the Workshops they attended. 

The group photo tells the story, all smiling
faces!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

A Special THANK YOU to Frank Galella for
permitting us to use his facilities for all three
workshops and Bob Crozier’s assistance with set up
and take down was invaluable.

I would also like to thank the members who
supported our efforts for Workshop #3 as follows:
J. Daisy - Registrar, Member Lunch
M. Dzurny - Eagle Flights, Mentor
P. Grassi - Presenter, Aircraft Display
A. Gerst - Mentor 
D. Jones - Presenter, Mentor, Take Down
M. Lamm - Mentor
R. Menier - Presenter, Mentor, Take Down
D. Provost - Audio/Visual, Mentor, Setup/takedown 
L. Scully - Fruit Snacks, AST Reception
R. Reinartz - Y E Workshops Coordinator, Set Up,    
    and Take down

My sincere Thanks and gratitude to all the EAA
Chapter Members, who contributed in any way, in
making all three workshops a success. This
accomplishment demonstrates that together, we can
attract younger members, continue to be that
motivating aviation spark that is needed to inspire
today's youth, whether it be general, corporate,
airline, AMTs, Pilots or ATCs, to fill our ranks and
keep building EAA Chapter 501 for the future. 

Ron

GAJSC monthly safety topic

Technological advances in situational
awareness have dramatically reduced the
number of GA Controlled Flight Into
Terrain (CFIT) accidents. 

However, the General Aviation Joint
Steering Committee (GAJSC) has found
that reliance on automation is a precursor
to CFIT events.

Awareness of automation limitations and
pilot proficiency in flying with and without
automation are key to safe flight operations.

CLICK HERE to download
a two page report...
https://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2
019/media/SE_Topic_19-11.pdf

https://www.gajsc.org/
https://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2019/media/SE_Topic_19-11.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2019/media/SE_Topic_19-11.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2019/media/SE_Topic_19-11.pdf
https://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2019/media/SE_Topic_19-11.pdf


Page 9   Propwash   December 2021

Eagle Flights resume!

On Saturday, November 20, when our third Young
Eagles Workshop was in progress at Lincoln Park
Aviation’s Hangar #2, our Eagle Flight
Coordinator Mike Dzurny was at Aero Safety
Training’s meeting room pre-briefing a gathering of
ten Eagle Flight candidates. As social distancing
rules gradually relax, EAA Chapter 501's efforts to
promote  recreational aviation are now almost
unhindered.

The Piper Cherokee 140 that Chapter 501's Barry
Inglett co-owns with  with Dick Wedemeyer has
clocked countless hours over the years flying Young
Eagles. And now Eagle Flight hours are starting to
be racked up. Here is Barry Inglett’s story...

I have volunteered to fly Eagle Flights
and had the opportunity to take up Bob
Hickey last Sunday, November 21st, on a
beautiful day. Bob observed and assisted in
checking out the airplane (his profession is auto
mechanic, so he has a keen eye for any issues or
problems.)

After I did a detailed safety briefing, we buckled
up and got everything set and we took off out of
Caldwell (CDW) at about 7:00AM and flew to
Andover Aeroflex (N12) so we could have a
bird's-eye view of the fishermen in the lake.

After we got out of Caldwell airspace Bob took
over the controls and did an excellent job in
controlling the airplane, maintaining altitude and
direction. After landing and discussion of short
field takeoffs and landings we proceeded to Sky
Manor (N40) to have an excellent breakfast. My
son had flown up from Wings Airfield in his
Piper Archer with a friend who happens also be
a flight instructor. We chatted a bit and then
returned to Caldwell with Bob at the controls
until transitioning Morristown.

Bob, to my surprise, is 65 years old, since my
previous flights were individuals in their late
teens early 20s. Bob is interested in becoming a
sport pilot or private pilot and I think the flight
piqued his interest even more. He certainly had
excellent questions and observations and he
helped me keep an eye out for other traffic
which was quite abundant on that Sunday
morning.

Always interesting to convey to an individual
the exciting facets of aviation. Hopefully Bob
will proceed with this training and I have made
myself available if he has any questions.

Barry
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Happenings...

An easy hop for an RV-10 while the weather
is still good. On November 9th Charlie Derk flew
up to Hancock County-Bar Harbor Airport for a visit
to Mt. Desert Island's Acadia National Park and
Bar Harbor. He had one comment...
"Great day for flying and maybe some Lobstah!"

Charlie Derk said it right... about his
lobster run to Maine and back on a
“Great day for flying...”

Never waste a sunny day!

But with winter weather days fast approaching,
remember what our Lincoln Park Airport friends
have to offer if you are grounded:

!  You can always book a couple of hours in
Aero Safety Training’s Red Bird simulator.

!  Lincoln Park Aviation can sell you a new
airplane or fix up your old one.

!  Don’t pass up a chance to wet your whistle at the
Sunset Pub and Grill.

And so, as we wrap up 2021 and look forward to the
year ahead, Happy Chanukah, Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

We can count on some great days for flying in 2022.
Bring ‘em on!

The Experimental Aircraft Association is a national non-profit organization dedicated to promoting recreational aviation. EAA Chapter 501
is an affiliated member of the national EAA. Membership is open to all who share an interest in aviation. 
     Chapter 501 tries to meet monthly on the SECOND Wednesday at 6:30pm or 7:00pm.  All are welcome.  The date and the meeting place
occasionally vary.  From April 2020 to May 2021we made do with “virtual meetings”, on-line. We resumed meeting at our favorite meeting
place, the Training Room of Aero Safety Training, Ltd, 425 Beaverbrook Road. We are occasional guests in members’ airport hangars when the
weather is good, and meetings sometimes are held off the field visiting members’ aircraft homebuilding or restoration projects-in-
progress.Check this newsletter or go to the EAA 501 website at  www.eaa501.org  to find the next scheduled meeting place, date and time.
Annual membership dues of $35.00 are collected at the beginning of the year, checks payable to “EAA Chapter 501.” Family membership is
$45.00. Student membership is $15.00.  A 10% discount is allowed for checks delivered to the Treasurer before January 1st. Dues are prorated
for new members joining after mid-year.  Contact any EAA 501 officer or committee head  (see page 2) for all inquiries.   You must be a
member of the EAA national organization  (800-564-6322  www.eaa.org )  in order to be a member of Chapter 501.  Currently the national
membership rate is $40 per year which includes a subscription to  EAA’s great monthly magazine, “Sport Aviation”. Propwash, the EAA 501
newsletter is distributed monthly, about one week before each meeting, to current chapter members and special friends of the chapter.  It is
primarily distributed via the internet, in a .pdf file form.  Members without internet access can receive a USPS mailed copy of Propwash, printed
as black and white photocopies.
PROPWASH is the monthly newsletter of
EXPERIMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION LINCOLN PARK, NJ, CHAPTER 501   12/01/21
c/o Don Provost, Editor,  34 Brookvale Road Kinnelon, NJ  07405

http://www.bhbairport.com/
https://www.nps.gov/acad/index.htm
https://www.visitbarharbor.com/
http://www.lpawings.com/
http://www.lincolnparkaviation.com/
http://www.sunsetpubandgrill.com/
http://www.eaa501.org
http://www.eaa.org

